

Phan Rang Viet Nam Veterans Annual Meeting
The 2026 Phan Rang Veterans meeting was called to order September 10th at 10:00 am by President, Doug Severt.
Doug introduced the list of officers: 
Doug Severt, President
Hank Milnark, Vice-president
Bob Holz, Special assistant to the President
Bob Tucker, Treasurer
Carla Reed, Secretary

Treasurer’s Report: Bob Tucker 
The treasury report begins from the end of last year's reunion, October 4th 2025, through last Friday, September 4th, 2026. We started out with a beginning balance of $7,658.13.
We had income from last year for our auction proceeds of $1,367. The half pot, our half of the proceeds was $388. That means somebody out here walked away with that same amount. Steve Phillips, who we thank for his lanyard donations every year, totaled $126.
Hank Millmark takes care of and does a fantastic job with the sale of patches, pins, coins, which totaled $444.00. We collected reunion fees totaling $24,215.00.
Our total income was $26,540. This year's hotel expense is one of the cheapest we've ever had. Normally, a room like this costs us $800 to $1,200 per night. This year, it was $986.34 for all four nights. This hotel has been fantastic. Our coordinator here, Renee, has just done everything that we asked of her and her staff. 
So, last year, we had some donations for a cash bar. And that was an expense of $1,274.80. If the person would like to acknowledge that they're the one that did that, they are in attendance. So, anyway, a generous donation. $1,000.00 was given for everyone to get free drinks until it ran out. 
And this year, as you all know, if you're on the Facebook, we purchased some Valor ribbons for the number two Australian squadron. We graciously donated to them with approval from the officers. Postage was $24.80. And the, the badges and pins were $81.40.They can't get the ribbons in Australia. We sent two shipments to them. They offered to pay both times. And we refused their offer because everybody here loved the Aussies.
This year we refunded fees of $1,040 for four people that couldn't come. 
Tour payments for the Duttons and the showboat, totaled $13,115. Total expenses were $16,522.34. 
The meals, which were only $20 have not been paid yet. Normally they are $50 or $60. Renee recommended Bobby Jack's barbecue to cater the dinner buffets. The guy that's cutting the meat is named Duane and he's the owner. He said, “you can pay me on the last night”.
The current checking register balance as of last September 4, 2026 was $17,675.79. The meals will come out of that. 
The cruise and the Duttons. And everybody seems to think that I was the one that did that. I did not. I just paid the bill. Hank Milnark set that up. Lou Ruggiero helped me assign seats at the Duttons.
I try to keep about $6,000 in the checking account for the next year so I can pay these deposits in advance. Proceeds from the auction and 50/50 appear to be nearly double what we made in 2025. Once totaled, this information will be shared at a later date. We use that money to supplement your fees.
For instance, this year we supplemented the food fee just by a dollar plus tax.
We supplemented all the tax on the cruise. The Duttons did not charge us any tax.
We are a 501c7 nonprofit organization, but the cruise said I had to have filed a request from the state to get a tax exemption. I will put this report on Facebook for people that want to look at it.
Old Business:
Our Facebook page is coordinated by administrators and moderators. Doug is the senior admin, of course. Joe Schwartzer is another admin who couldn't make it this year. Jim Hemphill and I, Bob Tucker, are moderators.
And remember, if you see something that's not supposed to be on there, you can click on the little three dots and report it to us, and we'll take care of it as soon as one of us sees it.
And we get a lot of people requesting to join, some of us can spot them right away that they're fakes. So, anyway, there's a lot of work that goes in, and I'm not on there a lot. But it's mainly Jim and Joe that do most of it.
New Business: Doug Severt
The officers want to acknowledge those who add to the success of the reunion activities. The first person I can think of is sitting right here, Ed Downey. Ed coordinated the posting of the flag, led us in in the Pledge of Allegiance and opening Prayer and led the military ceremony to close the reunion. Barbara Brandt assists Ed and does a great job.
Carla Reed, and Jeannie Holz, auction coordinators, organize this independently.
Mike Reed and Dean Harrison, affectionately called Rippin’ and Tearin’ for their 50/50 raffle coordination.
Everybody that comes here makes this reunion so special.
Do we have any people that want to volunteer to take over the president's position?
A motion was made and seconded to keep the current slate of officers. 
2027 Reunion Venue: The board makes the decision where to meet next year.
When asked for a show of hands, the majority would be willing to return to Branson.
The reason we changed the date to September was to lock in this hotel.


In deference to veterans who are not here, I talked to quite a few of them and some said they would like to consider other areas of the country. The officers will take this into consideration.
Advisory Positions: Would anyone be interested in joining the board in some capacity, mainly an advisory position. Do we have anybody that would like to do that? Carol Long, John Bruss and El Hoard agreed to participate in advisory roles. 
Photos: Individual and couple pictures will take place at 2.30 this afternoon by the fireplace bookcase area that you pass when you go to the lunchroom or the breakfast room. The group pictures will be in the Hospitality Room after the couple pictures.
Future Registrations: Bob Tucker shared “if you do not hear a response back from me, please try to contact me again by Text, email, or phone”.
Return to Viet Nam Trip: Greg is going to meet with the group following this meeting. 
Vendor: The vendor that we had, Design Apparel, has never responded to any of my and others requests. But they still have a webpage and everything. We will look into another vendor.
Does anybody else have anything before we close? Hearing none, we will adjourn the meeting. The auction will begin at 11 o'clock, followed by the 50/50 raffle.
Meeting adjourned at 10:35 am
Respectfully submitted,
Carla Reed
Secretary, Phan Rang Viet Nam Veterans 



